
Graphic recording by Joe@SterlingInsights.com 619-659-1234



The Design Innovation Institute (Dii) is a 501(c)(3) non-Corporate Individual
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“It is a pleasure to extend my greetings to all who have come together for
[Design Innovation Institute’s] High Speed Transit Forum.
Thank you for being a part of the growing dialogue about the need for
high-speed rail in our Golden State. Thank you for your hard work, your
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ideas and your efforts to uphold California’s tradition of advancing technology
that changes the world”.

-Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor of California
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Design plays a vital role in our society, including how we travel. I congratulate
the Design Innovation Institute for encouraging the discussion of
design as we evaluate our high speed rail options”.

-Ron Roberts, San Diego County Board of Supervisors, 4th District
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“Nissan Design America would like to congratulate and encourage the
TRANSITions - High Speed Transit Forum - and applaud the panelists who
bring their years of knowledge and insight to this eye-opening event. The
larger subject of transportation is one of the most talked about topics in our
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world today . . . The “Joy of moving people - efficiently” can be applied to all
aspects of this important social need.”

- Bruce Campbell, Vice President, Design; Nissan Design America



Keynote Speaker Richard Farson is a psychologist, author, and educator. 
Long interested in the field of design Dr Farson was founding dean of the

Speakers & Panelists Speakers & Panelists

Long interested in the field of design Dr. Farson was founding dean of the 
School of Design at the California Institute of the Arts. He is a former 
president of the International Design Conference in Aspen. Richard Farson 
has served on the American Institute of Architects Board of Directors and is 
a Senior Fellow of the Design Futures Council. 

In The Power of Design, Farson asserts a deeply engaging premise: Design 
can transform the world. It can put right what is wrong in our communities. 
It can address society’s most intractable ills. Properly mobilized, he argues, 
design could make a whopping impact on deep-rooted dilemmas such as 
the ravages of poverty, the miserable state of the American education 
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Sarah Catz is a California transportation leader. Ms. Catz is Director of 
the Center for Urban Infrastructure at the University of California at Irvine. 
A former acting Secretary of Transportation for the state of California, she 
has played a key role in major transportation projects in the state for the 
past fourteen years She is a former chairperson of the Orange County

system, and the failure of criminal justice. It could do nothing short of move 
mountains.

Rich Flierl is an urban designer and landscape architect. Mr. Flierl is the 
founder of The Center for Connective Architecture, a multi-disciplinary 
think tank in the national spotlight for its exceptional work on urbanpast fourteen years. She is a former chairperson of the Orange County 

Transportation Authority and was instrumental in the development of 
Metrolink in California.

Eric Anderson is a senior project manager and landscape architect at the 
firm of Parsons Brinckerhoff in Orange, California. His focus has been on 

think tank in the national spotlight for its exceptional work on urban 
redevelopment, new town planning and transit oriented projects. He is a 
principal at Cooper Carry where he currently guides downtown planning 
efforts in Atlanta, Georgia, Jackson, Mississippi, and Raleigh / Greensboro, 
North Carolina.

firm of Parsons Brinckerhoff in Orange, California. His focus has been on
large scale infrastructure and transportation planning as well as design. Mr. 
Anderson served as a project manager for the New Denver Union Station 
Multi Modal Hub. Recently, he took on management responsibility for PB at 
the Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC) project. 
Eric Anderson holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Iowa State 

Dr. Alan Gin is a professor of economics at the University of San Diego. 
Professor Gin’s research interests include public finance, urban 
transportation and the economy of San Diego. In that regard, he is best 
known for developing and publishing the monthly University of San 
Diego’s Index of Leading Economic Indicators for San Diego County.

University in Landscape Architecture and is a member of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects.

M. Neil Cummings is head of the American Magline Group (AMG). The 
Group is a consortium leading the effort to build a magnetic levitation train 
along the I 15 corridor from Las Vegas Nevada to Anaheim California Mr

James McJunkin is a transportation designer. Mr. McJunkin led a design 
team at Rohr Industries Inc. in the early 1970’s that worked on advanced 
concept transportation and prototype vehicles. The projects included a 
monorail Mag-Lev vehicle, a ground rail Mag-Lev vehicle, the San Francisco 
BART light rail vehicle and a high speed-air cushion supported vehicle Healong the I-15 corridor from Las Vegas, Nevada to Anaheim, California. Mr. 

Cummings is a graduate of The Hastings College of Law and The United 
States Navy Academy. He is a principal at the law firm of M. Neil 
Cummings & Associates.

BART light rail vehicle, and a high speed air cushion supported vehicle. He 
was a founding partner of the Pogue McJunkin consultancy in design and 
design manager for Nissan Design America in San Diego.

Harry Watkins is professor of strategy and sustainability at the 
Fermanian School of Business at Point Loma Nazarene University. Dr. y
Watkins has actively integrated triple bottom line principles - e.g. balancing 
objectives of profitability, social responsibility and environmental 
sustainability into his teaching and research. He holds a doctorate in 
strategic marketing from the University of Oregon.



5:30 pm Doors Open

Program Opening Remarks

6:00 pm Program Begins:
Existing Rapid Transit Systems Video
Mr. Calvin Woo, Co-Founder and Executive Director
Design Innovation Institute Welcoming Remarks
Keynote Address by Dr. Richard Farson
TrenItalia High Speed Rail Video, London Heathrow PRT Video

6:30 pm Panel Discussion Led by Ms. Sarah Catz

7:30 pm Audience Q & A Segment

7:55 pm Drawing: Result Announced
Calvin Woo Closing Remarks

8:00 pm Program Concludes

Dr. Farson will be available to sign his book, The Power of Design,
in the lobby after the program.
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